Von Recklinghausen neurofibromatosis with palatal localization. Diagnostic and surgical problems in two clinical cases.
This paper illustrates the clinical findings and aims at report surgical matters observed in 2 patients affected by neurofibromatosis type I with a rare palatal localization. By means of retrospective analysis 2 cases of neurofibromatosis type I with a palatal mass are selected. Both cases were surgically treated and underwent 12 months follow-up. Patients underwent surgical removal of the palatal neurofibroma. At 12 months follow-up a good local condition without any recurrence was observed. Malignant transformation was very rarely reported in oral neurofibromata and can follow incomplete removal. Surgical treatment of neurofibromata requires the sacrifice of the nerve trunk from where they originate, together with the complete removal of the mass with security margins. Therefore, risks and benefits from surgery should be carefully weighted in each patient and where surgery is not performed clinical and radiographic trials are advisable.